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Synopsis

Created through a "student-tested, faculty-approved" review process with thousands of students
and hundreds of faculty, EXPLORACIONES is an engaging and accessible solution to

accommodate the diverse lifestyles of today’s learners.
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Customer Reviews

Get Ahead with Blit/CasasA¢A A™ Exploraciones View larger View larger

View larger View larger Develop your Skills. You will develop your listening skills
through a targeted strategies and activities applied to real-world audio clips. Next you will hone in on
reading and interpretative skills by viewing authentic, real-world documents. Focus on Practical
Topics. Exploraciones accommodates the diverse learning styles of todayA¢A A™s students by
focusing on practical topics and tasks that appeal to a range of ages and life experiences. This
focus is evident in the subject matter of the activities and exercises, the style of the illustrations and
photos, and the attention paid to careers that require proficiency in Spanish. Unique Online
Learning Tools. A full suite of unique online learning tools that appeal to different learning styles is
available to students with the purchase of a new book. Quizzes, audio downloads, video downloads,
a media-rich eBook, and more are only a click away. Chapter-in-Review Cards.
Chapter-in-Review Cards are included at the back of the Student Edition, and provide students a

portable study tool.



Elevate Thinking Through Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing Activities with iLrn View
larger View larger View larger Succeed in Your Course with iLrn. Its ease
of use, communication tools, and superior content A¢A A” including multimedia and authentic
materials A¢A A’helps you succeed in the course.  A¢A AceShare it!A¢A A- allows you to interact
with other students. Ag¢A AceShare itlA¢A A- allows students to upload files, such as videos, for
assignments and projects. Once files are uploaded, students can comment and rate each

otherA¢A A™Ss submissions. Elevate Thinking. iLrn resources allow you to learn basic
vocabulary and grammar, and apply what you learn using communication tools. Use the Voiceboard

to record your interactions with your instructor and classmates in the language you are learning.

"Teaching Exploraciones without iLrn would be like using an old flip cell phone when you could be
using a smart phone. It just makes more sense in the world we livein to give students access to a
great piece of technology that helps their learning."'[The instructors’] enthusiasm for particular
elements in the book and in iLrn --and the knowledge that they can teach the way they want --

improves the teaching experience, the class environment, and the learning experience."

Mary Ann Blitt began her Spanish studies at the age of 13 while living in Madrid, Spain. She
received her B.A. in Spanish from the University of Colorado at Colorado Springs, and after
spending a year studying at the Universidad de Granada, she returned to the university to obtain a
teaching certificate. She later attended Colorado State University, where she received her master’s
degree in Spanish with interdisciplinary studies in French. After teaching Spanish and coordinating
the study abroad program at Metropolitan Community College-Maple Woods in Kansas City for
fourteen years, she joined the faculty at College of Charleston in 2014. Mary Ann has studied in
Spain, Mexico, France, and Canada and has trained teachers of English as a Foreign Language in
Asuncion, Paraguay. She is currently actively involved in professional development
workshops.Margarita Casas was born in Mexico City, Mexico. She completed her bachelor’'s degree
in sciences and techniques of communication in Guadalajara, Mexico. She holds two master’s
degrees from Colorado State University, one in Spanish literature with an emphasis on education,
and the other in Teaching English as a Second Language. Currently, she is faculty and Chair of the
Foreign Language Department at Linn-Benton Community College. She has collaborated on two
textbooks prior to EXPLORACIONES and has published a novel, Italia en cuatro estaciones, winner

of the first literature contest of the Universidad de Guadalajara. She is an avid traveler who hopes to



inspire her students to travel and see the world by themselves.

Pro:The pictures and exercises in the book are helpfulPro/Con:The book teaches you words from
every dialect of Spanish which means you will learn certain words that may not come up in other
Spanish speaking places. example? Vosotros. Only used in Spain. -__-;’Con:The cost!! How has

textbook/ online lab prices become so outrageous. D:

Great as listed! Is very helpful in class! The bookstore wanted a fortune just for a used book. | found
this one for a fraction of the cost and it was in super great condition. Everyone was jealous when

they found out how much | paid for the exact same book they paid triple for! Such an awesome deal!

From the perspective of a student who is also a language teacher, this book is excellent. The
activities are authentic, the vocabulary is useful without being overwhelming, and the online
component is absolutely worth the price of a new book.In addition to covering the language, the

book also does a good job of explaining culture.

| bought this book for a college-level Spanish class. | knew that | needed an iLrn access code, so |
went ahead and bought a new book, since typically a used book’s access key will not work for a
separate user. This was a great book for me as a student because of all of the pictures and
vocabulary that it included. It is a very user-friendly manual even for the older students. There are
tons of learning activities (picking verbs to use, tenses, vocabulary, etc.). The iLrn website had
practice quizzes, learning activities, videos, and more. It was a practical option for learning the
language. After finishing the class, | ended up giving the book to my brother who is just starting to
learn Spanish in high school because it encompasses lots of vocabulary and verbs without going

too fast. He seems to really enjoy it too.

This book was a mess. | did not spend much on this, however | did spend hard-earned money. The
top of the front cover and the barcode on the back were hacked off. The buyback value was literally

zilch because this product has been ruined so badly. | wish i'd gone elsewhere.

Like Glenn, | also bought the Exploraciones bundle but it contained the wrong access card. | do not
know if it is Valencia C.C. or but, | now have to pay additional money for the correct access card.

The book stores should be ranked up there with bankers and stock brokers when it comes to greed.



Bought the book with the iLrn code, It worked fine for me. (Im in SPA 101 - 04 Spring 2013
MSU)Before you order match up the isbn with someone in your class, i matched both bar codes with
my friends copy, before i ordered.Buy the one shipped and sold by .com. | did, and the book worked
fine.Some of the others might be cheaper by a dollar or so, but will have your back if the access
code does not work.Buying it on here saved me $40 over just buying access from the site and i got

a hard copy of the book to boot.

There are multiple versions of this book. In my case | bought the book, but now have to pay an
additional $150 to access the Heinle Learning Center, since my book came with the CengageBrain

access, which is about the same thing, but not the one my professor (Valencia College) uses.
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